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Humankind is one big set  of  human beingsi  at  present about

f ive bi l1 ion,  of  us.  That set  has a structure:  there are sub-

div is ions,  there are rel-at ions among the subdiv is ions and rela-

t ions among Lhe human beings inside the subdiv is ions.  For the

purpose of  the present chapter we shal l  only deal  wi th the f i rst

aspect,  the sub-div is ions,  not the reJat ions for instance of

power or dominance in general ,  of  Dommunicat ion and interact ion

l{e shal l  sLick to the most basic c lassi f , icat ions al l  of  us make because

we have eyes and ears--so s imple,  so s iqni f icant.

Humankind is one. T here is uni tv-of- f i ian as Gandhi would have

said,  but  Lhere is cer: ta in ly also diversi ty and disuni ty.  More

part icular ly,  f ive dimensions cut into humankind and create sub-

div is ions al-ready from bir t l - f  in the way a sociologist  would

refer to as ascr ipt ion;  the sub-div is ion to which a human being

belongs being (almost)  known already at  b i r th.  lhrge of  these

div is ions are indel ib le" There is (almost)  nothing a human being

can do with c lassi f icat ion in terms of  :  age ( i "n the

sense of  chronology, meaning which year the person was born and

bir th order wi th in the fami ly) ,  gender (s imply the sex of  the

person) and tace ( t"hose bioloqical ly t ransmit- ted anatomical

character ist ics that  have been cul tural ly s inqled out-  for  at ten-

t ion such as color,  physiognomy, type of  hair) . Twr:  of  th em

are del ib1e, meaninq t-hat"  the indiv idual  can, al though of ten at

considerable cost . .  qet  out of  the sub-div is ion of  b i r t -h and ent 'er

anot-her:  nat ion (meaninq those socio-cul tural ly t . ransmit t .ed cul f -ural

charact .er ist- ies such as langL,age, Ie l iq ion and social l  y shared

myLhs about past and present and futur:e);  q lass heaning where in

t .he div is ion of  l -abor the person is tocated )  .  0bviousf y there is
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such a th ing a changing one's nat ion through geographical

mobi l i ty ,  a lso known as emigrat ion/ immigrat ion (usrral ly

between countr ies,  but  couLd al-so be meaningful  wi th in a mult i -

nat ionaL country )  and social  mobi l i ty  (which does not necessar i ly

have to be upwards from the fami ly at  b i r th,  i t  eould also be

downwards ou sidewards).  Within the qnoL,p of  phenomena referred

to as "c lass" maybe six sub-dimensions could be ment ioned, such

as ineome (hioh vs low),  educat ion (hiqn vs low),  econornic

sectol :  (secondary/ ter t iary vs pr imary);  economic posi t ion (man-

ager/sel f -employed and f t tnct ionary vs worker )  .  ecofoqical  Loca-

t ion (urban/town vs r(rraI /v i l lage) and geoqr:aphical  locat ion

(center of  the country vs per iphery oF the countrv ) .  0ther

sub-dinrensions and sub-sub-div is ions could certainly be imaqined.

0f  course t  a persr jn is character i  zecJ alonq al  l  of  these

dimensir :ns,  not  merery arong one of  them. He has a status on each:

al l  these statuses taken toqether const. i t r r t ing a status_set.  His

total  social  posi t ion or social  standing woulrJ ref lect  h is ent i re

st-at l rs-set .  h is economic posi t ion beinq only one component,  :nd

not the onlv one as marxists 'seem to imp1y, his income/educat ion status

also beinq only one component and not the whole story as l iberals

sometimes seem to imply.  T he same also appl ies to qender in spi te

of  what f 'eminists nr iqht  say on that issue. and to race in soi te of

what ranistsmight say.

0f  the manv wavs that.  mr.rst  exist

total  social  posi t" ion of  a person 1et

try inq to capture the

ment- ion three, one ol  them

of

nle



very wel l  known, the other two cominq out of  my own research.

The acronym often heard in ancJ about the uni ted states,

| {ASP' meaning !{hi t "  Anglo-saxon protest .ant.  captures race and

nat ion which is not very much. But,  on the other hand, nat ion

is seen alonq two sub-dimensions: language (ang1o_saxon) and

rel iq ion (protestant ) .  A parL of  social  real i ty is r - -apturerJ

with th is formula,  another part  is  certainly L.oncealed: every._

thing rel-at ing t .n c lass.  The myth of  the c lass_free society,  in short

The aolonym MAMU, middle_aqed, male wi th

t ion r  captures age (  d iv ic led int_o mirJdle_aqed

and old as " low") anrJ gencJer,  addinq to that

c lass;  educat ion.  Thi .s is somewhat better.

soniety referred to has essent ia l ly  onlv one

universi ty educa-

as "high" and young

one dimension of

part icular ly when the

race and Dne nat ion.

A r icher conceptual izat . ion is provided by the 5ocia1 posi t ion (Sp)

index, giv ing r  to "hight '  and 0 to "1ow" thus giv ing a total

of  2 for  the middte-aged male and 0 for :  the younq or old female.

But in addi t ion to these two dimensions the index afso takes in

six sub-dimensions of  c lass in t -he way incl icated above, giv ing a

relat" ively r ich presentat ion of  the totar sociar posi t ion of  a person,s

st .atus_set,  at  least in an essent ia l ly  mono-racial  and mono_na_

t ional  country.  l . \ l i th eight dichotomies we arr ive at  zr6 combina-

t ions,  wi- th the index varue B f  or  Lhe complete top-doq ancJ the

inclex va lue 0 for  the complete underdoq. The index. which has



been used in several  countr ies.  q ives very hiqh correlat ions wi t -h

att i tudinal  and behavioral  var iables as would be expected,

ref lect inq so much of  the total  social  s i tuat ion of  an indiv idual ,

0bviously.  there should be manv more ef for ts t"o captule

whol ist ical l "y the total  social  s i tuat ion of  an indiv idual  than the

three br ief ly ment ioned here.  This approach is part icular ly meaningful  in

the er:ntext-  of  an explorat ion of  nosmology, i tsel f  a whol ist ic

conceptual izat ion of  a c iv i l izat ion,  Where in the social  strucLure

is that-  cosmology part- icul  ar ly pronounred? This could be the

subject  of  count less opinion st-udies,  t ry ing to develop indicators

that are meaninqful  at  the at t i t .udinal / ideological  level  of  the

deeper ly inq cosmolo! ly dirnension, Lr of  equal ly count less behavir : ra l  str-rdies.

ThaL is not t .he approach to be pursued here,  however.  The

focus here is on whether the sub-div is ions by their  very nat.ure intro-

dr:ce a gradient in humanity r  predisposing people in one sub-set

as opposed to those in the other sub-set,  more for one nosmology

than lor  i ts  negat ion.  I f  that  can be shown Lo be the case we

would at .  least  be in the possession of  one key to the distr ibut ion

oi  cosmoloqy, t -h is t ime not as a code of  strunt-ure or cul ture,

as that  which deep structure and deep cul ture have in common, but.

as a value, disposing for some kinds of  (nvert)  aLt i tudes and

behavior rather than their  negat ions.  Such hypotheses would have to De

ver i f  ied empir ical  ly  i  br- l t  at-  l -h is point-  t -he concern is theorv.  not  data.

Looking at  the f ive dimensions for sub-rJ iv id inq hr:mankind

we can immediat .e ly dispose of  t "wo of  t .hem. We can dispose with
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nat ion by def in i t ion s ince this is where cosmology is embedded per

def in i t ionem; only that  the focus has been on macro_nat ions or c iv i l_

izaLions. To say that nat ion predisposes for a certain cosmology

or sub-cosmology is a tautology.

We can also dispense with race; there seems to be no indica-

t ion whatsoever that  race, in i ts purely anatomical  sense, should

predispose for one cosmDlogy rather than the other.  When combined

with some of the other dimensions as i t  of ten is,  p€rt icular ly

with c lass th is may turn out di f fdrent ly.  But in that  case cfass is the

issrLe, not race aLone.

Vle are Ief t  wi th age, qender and class,  and lor  aJl  three

there are certain interest ing hypothesis to be considered.

To sLart  wi th age: a posi t ion in the fami lv, /home, presunlably

the habi tat  of  the very younq and the very old" is very di f ferent

from a posi t ion in the soniety at  larqe. Seen from a fami ly/hame

other:  hah: i tats of  the same kind are very s imi lar  in status;  a

mult i  -nentr ic concept-ual izat ion of  space would appear natu.ra1,

normal,  Inside the fami ly there is nert-ainly center and per iphery.

B ut  t .here is al-so an ar: :ute awareness of  the fact-  that  there is

a wor ld outside t .he fami ly,  an awareness not.  necessar i ly

easi ly developed for the eqr-ral ly impnrtant fact  that  there is a

world oi-r ts ide one's own cor:nLrv.



The t ime conf iqurat ion is also di f ferenL. Time has a

beginning but no end for the very young; an end but no beginning

for the very o1d. But wi th in that  semi-c losed t ime intervaf

ther e is probably no dist inct  peak, rather an osci  l lat ing t ime

conf iqurat ion for  the young and the old.  I t  is  g iven to Lhe

middle-aqed to endow space with a center,  part ic ipat ing as they

do in greater society.  [ - -orrespondingly i t  j -s afso qiven to them

to equip t ime with a peak which may st i l l  be ahead af  them,

something they are exper iencing r ight  now, or something they have

lef t  behind. Br-r t  a peak there is in th is th inq cal led "career" for  the

middle-aged; the young and the old l iv inq (almost)  career- f ree l ives.

Cognit ively i t  is  more qiven to the mir j rJ le-aqed to engage in very

narrow, s inqle-minded pursr-r i ts.  sur:h as careers.  Chi ldren have a

very t rhol ist in approach to l i f  e i  and so do ret i rer l  people i f  their

heal th permits them to do sor dedicat inq thef l rselves to aspects of

l i f ,e neqlected dr-rr inq educat ion and work.  When chi ldren do such

thinqs i t  is  cal led "p1aying",  when ret i red people do the same i t

is  somet imes referred to as a 'hegression to chi ldhoodf 'and nnthinq

posi t ive is meant by th is when pronounned by middle-aqed people.

I  th ink the thesis nan be defended that the yo(rnq and the

old are mote in nature and nature in them; the younq beinq more

conscir :us of  conquer inq rnastery ovel  their  own body and environmentq

the old more consr: inus of  losing i t - - the middl  e-6qsrJ takinq mastery

f  or  granted, Brr t  I  am not-  so sure that the thesis can be def ended

that the young and the old are less cornpet i t ive and indiv idual ist ic



or have a concept of  God, i f  any

from that of  the middle-aqed.

at  a l l .  part icular ly di f  f  erent

In short ,  the conclusion would be a def in i te hypothet ical

incl inat ion for  the middle-aged towards something corresponding

to the occidental  expansionist  cosmology, f lod for  the younq and

the old to the occident oosmology in contract ion;  but th is holds

onJ.y for  the f i rst  four dimensions, hardly for  the last  two.

When we now turn to gender the conclusion becomes more

nlear-cLl t ,  at  least  i f  we st ink to what today is a more classical

rofe for  women, as known in occidental  societ ies in Europe and

North America.  Wit-h wDmen beinq more bound to the f  ami ly, /home a

mult i -centr ic rather than uninent-r ic coneeptual izat ion r : f '  space

wor: ld appear natrrral .  And four cycles relat ing to t .he female

fr tnct ion in procreat i r rn wor.r ld point  in t -he direct ion of  a less

sinqle-peaked t ime conceptr-ral izat ion for  women: the exper ience of

orqasm, the menstrual  eynle I  pregnancy !  and the rais inq of  chi  ldren

Males seem to exper ienee rnore s inql"-peake.d orqasmsi there is no

menstrr . raLion; no preqnanny; there is rais inq of '  chi ldren but in

a l  ess int imate,  more remot-e sense than for women,

The role of  women in the farni ly/home wi l l  in ipose Llpon them a

whol ist ic and hiqhly diatect inal  conneptual izat i r :n of  neal i ty,

leavinq no opportr , rn i ty for  a s inqle--minded pr,rrsui t  of  a f ' : :aqmented

and segment.ecJ div is ion of  t ,heir  environment.  Ket-Lles are br: i l inq,



chi ldren are screaminq, f lools demand washinq n carpets t .heir

vacuum-cleaninq and so on--al-1 of  th is interrupted by people

r inqing the bel l ,  te lephone caI ls,  shopping and what not.  At ten-

t iveness Lo a larqe var ieLy ol  factors s imult-aneously wor:1d seem

as normal.  natural-  as s inqle-minded cnncentrat ion on one factor

over t ime for t -he mafe nareer ist  workinq under laborat .ory type condi-

t ions,  prptected frnrn " i r re levant-"  factors jn t -he factory,  the of l ice.

0bviously,  we can argue that the role of  v, /omen in procreaL j"on

br ings them closer to natLrre,  to t .he bioloqical ,  the orqanic.  This

should spi1f  over to a higher awareness r : f  their  own bodies and

that of  others,  part ly predisposinq them for an at t i tude of  care,

part ly being caused by an at t i tude of  care.  I t  can probably also

be arqued that worTren are less compet i t ive Lhan men, developinq

t ies of  sol idar i ty wi th fe l low sisters,  leaving the compet i t ion

to their .  husbands, possibly mental ly part ic ipat inq in that  compe-

t i t ion,  jealously watchinq any compet i t - ive f lge ot-her males might

qain over t .heir  own husband even when those males are marr ied to

their  best  f - r iends (or perhaps part icular ly in that  case),

However, ,  I  am not-  so sure we can arque LhaL women

necessar: i1y wi l l  have anoLher conceptuar l izat . inn of  the t rans-

personal .  Women t-end to be more rel ig ious t .han men, but that  is

not the issue here.  The problem is whether the God f ,or  females

is di f ferent f lnm the God for ma1es, more internal ized, less

awesome r more withi  n,  less abnve--and I  doub I  that  th is can be

said to be the case. Nevertheless we end up with a more



clear-cut  d i f ferenne in

with males tending more

and females more in the

simi lar  cosmoloqies.

innl inat ion for  gender Lhan for aga,

in the occident ia l  expansionist  d i rect ion

dir :ecLion of  occident in contract ion" and

Then, what about c lass? In qeneral terms the arqument would

aqe and for qender,  but  g ivepick up many of  the points made above for

them a more def in i te c lass connotat ion "

From now on al l  depends on what is meant by "nlass".  Above

six dimensions were qiven, so let  us t ry to nake use of  them. I t

is  d i f f icr-r f t  to bel ieve that Ievels (not k inds) of  income and educa-

t ion in and by themse ves should be decis ive in the sense of  pre-

disposinq for recept iv i ty to one cosmology rather than the other '

But the two economic dimensions, econonr ic sector and economic

posi t ion and the two qeographical  d imensions, ecoloqical  locat ion

and center-per iphery should play a roIe.

Thus, nature imposes on peopJ e who work or l i .ve in rrature,  anci

part- icular ly those who do both,  the pr imary sector and the rural

habi t" !  thythms that are cycl ical .  not  onJ.y l inear".  The f  requency

and the ampl i tude of  the cycles depends on locaLion in the wor ld

geography: in some places the crop cycle is annual  and t .he same

miqht apply to cat t le;  in ot-her places higher f requencies can be

found. In some places the di f  fenences between the seasons 1s

actua11y not that  pronounned, in ot-hers i t  may span 50-60o C and

thus be nonsiderable.  Br: t  the basic point  wi l l  be the way in which
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pecple under sur)h c i rcumstances would be eondi t icned to conceive

of t ime in cycl ical  rather than, or in addi t ion t -o,1inear terms"

correspondinqly,  i f  the economic posi t ion is low and the

qeDgraphical  locat ion is per ipheral  one might at-  least  specufate

t ,hat  a predisposi t ion for  a mult i -centr ic r :onceptual izat ion of

space might Lre present,  for  the same reason as given f 'or  women

above. The center of  geoqraphical  space, as wel l  as the center in

sociaL space, are bot-h remote,  intangible.  They are shrouded in

mist .  What-  appears is what vou see next t .o yclursel f :  ot .her gro(rps of

people l ike your own, olhef rommunit ies l ike your own. The world

seems to be popt,J lated by such qrcrrJps anr i  commr,rni t ies.  Hor izontal

sol j .dar i ty might develop not only inside a group but also among

them; wel  l  knowing that t -here a.re othe rs at  more central  l  evel  s

in qeoqraphical  spacer and higher levels in social  space, to whom

center-per iphery qradient.s in space and vert ical i ty in the

social  st"rr-rcture are def in i t .e,  c lear ly perreived real i t . ies,  But

these would only be di f ' ferences in percept ion.  And, we might also

argrre that  t "hose higher up alsn see f-heir  eqrrals,  v iewinq

geographical  and social  spane hor izont-al ly rat-her t -han verLical ly

whereas precisely t"hose lower down are the people who might become

obsessed with the vert ical  d imensions of  t -he human cDndi t ion.

Tt .  can probahly be arqued that people l iv ing in and of  f

nat"ure are more careful  wi th t .hat  basis of  their  own existence.

They know perfect ly wel l  thaf  i f  they deplete and pol lute Loo much
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they wi l l  be punished, i f  not  in th is generat- ion so in the next.

Consequent-1y a predisposi t inn for  rosmologies rJ i f ferent f r r :m

occidental  expansionis;n wi l  I  be present-  in the pr imary ser- ' t -or

or rural  habi tat ,  as for  wnmen above. The same shoul-d to some

extent apply to a more whol ist ic concept"ual  izat- ion of  real i ty,  wi  th

people lower down and further out in society having f-o become

qeneral ists more than people higher up, towards the center

l iv ing in hiqhly spenial ized orqanizat i .ons.  Genetal ists are needed to

carry special  is t -s on their  backs, in ot"her words.

Some very tentat ive conclusions can now be summarized in

Table l ;

TABLE -1 "  Ccrsmoloqy and socia. l  strgctures

0cr: i  dental
exoansLon]-st

Not occidental
exDansfonrst

Ar-tr
nuL middle-aged yDUng, old

GE NDER ma l .  e female

RACE IRRELEV/ NT

NATiON BY DEF I  N TION

t ]LAS5 urban
senDndary,  ter t iar
r- :enter
manaqer/sel f -

employed

rural
^ 

* . i  
-  ^  

n, ,
P f  f  i l r  o r  y

per iphery
t ' , tofkef


